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. This article examines^the linguistic benefits of 
Latin in light of recent \re.search which seems to document the 
- relevance of -Latin in building English vocabulary and rWdiag skills. 
Evidence is dited from* eight educational projects in which an 
^experimental group of students taking Latin, an# a control group not . 
'taking Latin,* were pretested, posttested, and Ca^paredj with regard to 
English verbal skills. Inv each case-, the Latin s^^idents st^owed 
significant' gains over the. control group. Oth^r studies supporting 
theoe- f irdings are cited, ds well as. projects presently bei,ng 
conducted.. These studies yield important pedagogical implications: 
^(1) educational administrators and curriculum specialists shoul'd 

consider th g^ signi fin ance of Latin in improving languiigre skills; (2) 
-'tJie-^^rerti.gTlage" profession should assume the responsibility of 
disseminating information about this research; and (3^ :,res|)pjifsibl^ 
.educators shoulS combat the tendency to ignore lesearct^ d^ta:^ f or 
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Tangible Benefits of the Study of Latin: 
' A Review of Research- 



Rudolph Mdsciqntonio 



ABSTRACT This article examines the linguistic 
,bei)dits of Latin in light of recent research which 
seems to document the relevance of Latin in build- 
ing English Vocabulary and reading skills. Evi- 
dence is cited from eight educational projects in 
which an experimental group of students taking 
Latin, and a con^ol group not taking Latin, were 
pretest^j posttested, and cor^ipared with regard 
to English :^erbal skills. In each case^ the Latin , 
students: showed significant gains over the control 
, group. Other studies supporting these findings are 



cited, as well as projects presently being conducts 
ed. These studies yield important pedagogical 
implications*. (1) Educational administrators and 
curriculum specialists should consider the signifi- 
cance of Latin in Improving language skiUsf (2) The 
language profession should assume the responsibi- 
lity of disseminating information about this 
research; and (3) Responsible educators should 
combat the tendency to igncr e research d^ta for 
budgetary or other reasons. , ^ 



This pubUc«»tioo Is th« iorty-slxth in the 
CAt<e<KK:/CLL5d'i«sonLanguftges«n<lLingul9tics. The 
jn«t^i«l>inrthi$ pt^Iicatlon wu prepared pursMant to a 
CMitract with'the National Institute of ^Ed*Joatlo.n, U.S« 
'Dapartment jbf Haftlthf Educatioriri and Welfare* Con- 
\|ractorf iMartaklng such projects under Government 
ap on » or >h r|> are encouraged express jreely their }udg^ 
mcnt in proftssionat ' aid technical' ^atters> l^ior to 
' puMication^^Se manusalpjif was submitted to th^ Ameri- 
s can Coiindl on^the T£adUng of F<K4lgn Langtlages, Inc. 
for; critical, review and^dettrmlnaiion of prbfesslonal 
comp ete nce. ^thU. publication, has met such standards.^ 
Mnts 0^ view.or opinion*, hdwevef , ^ not ^necessarily 
r^eicnt the official view or^^^^lons ^f ^ther the 
. ^Amerkart Council on the Teaching o! Pprelgn Languages, 
' iK* or. the National Institute of Educat(on. « ^ 



Introduction 

Eloquent apologiae for the study of Latin, 
stressing various aspects of its relevance, have 
been made from time to'time,^ The relevance 
seems to fall under fourheadings, viz., linguistic, 
aesthetic, socio*pclitby and isthical. The pur- 
pose of this article is to examine the linguistic 
benefits of Latin in light of recent research. 

The linguistic relevance of Latin stems from 
the fact that the English vocabulary that pupils 
hear, speak, read, and write is derived largely from 
Latin, the technical vocabularies of such fields as 
medicine, biology,, psychology, chemistry, 
pharmacology) space science, philosophy, religion. 
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itnd Uw are draw(\lrom Latin. The communica- 
tions and advertising media are replete with^ 
allusions to classical mythology, history, and the 
Latin language* English literature is .frequently 
modelled on the literature of Creco-Roman antiq- 
uity or contains references to Latin and the clas«f, 
sical heritage. Latin phrases and quotations occur 
m ever^ay tiit* *fhe languages used, today in many 



^Research studies seem to 
document the relevance of 
Latin in building the 

.English vocabulary and 
, reading skill's of pupils. 



countries in Europe, Latin American, Africa, and 
Asia likewise bear the'strong imprint of ciassicai 
influence. ^ 

Lexically, Laiin has much in common^ith 
English and can be used as a valuable instrument 
for buijding the English vocabulary of stude.nts. 
Latin roots, prefixes, and suffixes may be keys for 
.„UDlocklng-thc-meanlngs of English derivatives and 
cognate^. A pupil who knows the meanSng of the 
.Latin word a^ (water) finds such English words 
as aquarium, aqu^Tduct, aquatic , aquamarine , 
Aquariig and aquafeous easier to understand. 
Structurally, Latin'is very different from English 
Jn that it is highly inflected and does not have the 
rigid word order requirements of English. 'Latin 
Svorkc' differently from English ^and thereby 
jaff ords Latin students th^ opportunity to step out- 
side of their own language and acquire a Sgrach- 
yfUhl— a linguistic instinct— that is helpful in 
using English. 

Recent research studies seem to document the 
linguistic r^evance of Latin In building the English 
vocabulary and reading skills of pupils of all back- 
grounds and abilities. With renewed attention 
being given to basic skills in American education, 
there is'^strong^ reason to offer serious considera- 
tion to these studi<5s. 



Philadelphia ^ 

One such study involved the^ementary school 
Latin program in the School. Distinct of Philadel* 
phia.^ In 19?0-71 over V,000 fourth-, fifth-^ and 
sixth-grade pupils in eighty-five elementary 
schools in the School District of Pfiiladeiphla 
received fifteen to twenty mjfeutes of daily in- 
struction in Latin from itinerant .Latin .teachers. 
The teachers used new multisensory Instructional 
materials prepared by the Division of Foroign Lan* 
guages> vUnder the - ieaderstiip of Eieanor^.L. 
Sandstrom, Director of Foreign Languages, the 
program has grown steadily over the years and as 
of 3une 1976 included over 1^^0.00 pupils in 125 
elementary schools. Th<tre are plans for extending 
the program to all elementary schools in the 
district. * y J^' ' ' 

The primary ^bjectwes ol the program were: 

(1) To introduce children orally to basic Latin 
structure and vocabulary; ' 

(2) To' extend the £ngl)sh vocabulary of 
children, especially through the study of 
Latin roots and affixes;^ 

(3) To acquaint children with classical culture 
and its influence on the present; and 

(^) To stimulate interest on the part of pupils 
^ in the study of Latin, foreign languages, an^ 
the humanities. 

The evaluative study, conductedf'by the Divi- 
sion of Instructional Research, showed t\\a%-iS\e 
program had achieved its goals. Pupils^achieve-^ 
ment of the first three goals was measured by 
criterlon-referenced^ests yvhich coj[itained items 
on Latin structtire, classical culture, and English 
vocabulary* The 1971 v (Vocabulary) subtest of the 
Iowa Te&t of Basic Skills was used to compare 
pupils who had studied L^tin with those who had 
not. Questionnaires were administered to pupils, 
parents, principals, and classroom " teachers in 
order to assess their reactions to the program*^ 



2. Robert M. Oifenbcfg et al., Ev aluation of the ElemcnUry 
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fied by an ED number may be read on microfiche^t an ERIC 
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The three m*jor findings of the evaluation 



werei 



(1) Performance of Latin'pupils on the Iowa 
^ Vocabulary subtest yas one f ull year higher 

^ than the; performance of n^atched control 
pupils. \/ 

(2) LatUi pupils achieved mastery of the course 
content in Latin language skills, knowledge 

. 01 classical culture, and English vocabu- 
^/*lary.. / 

p) The survey of pupils, parents, principals, 
/ and classroom teachers showed that the 
^ Latin program l)ad wide acceptance and 
support. . 



Indianapolis 

Anofl^ such study involved the elementary 

^Vrhool Latin program in» the Indianapolis Public 
Sdwols/ In the summer of 1973, the Indianapolis 
Public Schools received a Title ni ESEA grant to 
develop a. three-year project predicated on the 

• hypothesis that Englisn |^\guage skills and control 
oL*synt^ctic structtures tdXi be measurably im- 
proved through participation in a specially design- 
ed L&tin FLES program stressing the importance 
of Latin root words. Rita Sheridan, the Supervisor 
of Foreign. Languages, was the project director. 
The general goals of this p-oject were to assess 
whether or not the study of Latin and classical 
civilization would: \ 

(1) Expand the verbal^ functioning of sixth- 
grade children in English; and 

(2) Broaden their cultura^ horizons and stimu- 
late interest In the huipanitic«. 

The project involved approximately ^^00 sixth- 
^^grade 'students in six schools. Two additional 
schools with a total of approximately 100 sixth- 
grade students were selected ks control groups. 
All participating students were\tudying Latin and 
classical civilization in a program coordinated 
with work in their regular classes. There wa< a 
thirty-minute lessor^ each school day taught by a 
Latin specialist. THe complete battery (Form H) 
of the inter mcdia/e Metropoliteji AchieVenent 
Test was used- as a pretest in October 1973, and 
Form Rwas used as a posttest in March 197^». 



PerforjmancKof- Latin pupils 
in Philadelphia was\>ne 

' fuil year higher than the^ 
performance of rnatched 
control pupils. 



3. Rlu SherldW, ed., /.atmw>tlng RtAdlng /Skills thfcoj th 
l^ltiaae Ly^Ung'Tfwf^gr, Uttn Program Ev&IuMTon 

RMic schools, 1976), FL 001 366. 



At the end of the first year of the project, the 
experimental group showed within the five-month 
period between the pretest and the posttest a gain 
over the contt:ol group on the^f ollow^ng subtests of 
the intermediate battery of nhe Metropolitan 
A chievement Test; 

(1) Eight months on Word Knowledge; 

(2) One year in Reading; 

(3) One year and one^ month in J^guage; 
^ «f) Four months in Spclllngt 

(5) Sev;^ months in Math Computation; 

(6) Eight months in Math Coiicepts; 

(7) Nine months in Math Problem Solving; 
(S) Five months in Science; and 

(9) Seven months in Social Studies. 

Results for all three years of the study were 
similar. In the evaluation of the 1975-76 school 
year^ the pretest showed no significant differences 
between the experimental (i.e., Latin) group and 
the control group in the areas of Word Knowledge, 
Reading, Language, Math ^So^nputationi Math 
Concepts^ and Mat^ Problem Solving. T^)e control 
group did, howeveri surpass the experimental 
group by six months in the Spelling pretest. The 
posttest indicated that the Latin students surpas- 
^^s^he control group in all areas, including Spell- 
ing, by a substantial number of months, and in the 
Language test by a full year* Fifth-and sixth- 
grade classroom teachers were asked to write 
comments about the Latin program as part of the 
evaluation; tlsase comments were in general very 
positive. Critcrion-refwenced tests indicated 
that the Latin students had mastered the content 
of the curriculum. The Indianapolis Public Schools 
plan to make the elementary school L?.tin program 
operative.in all elementary schools in the^all of 
1977 ir^ view of the proven effectiveness of the 
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program in upgrading basic skills o! urban pupis of 
all backgrounds and abilities. 

District of Columbia 

^^nothcr study involved the elementary schook 
Latin program in the public schools of the District 
of Columbia.'^ Latin was found to boost pupils' 
reading scores. The study, conducted during the 



The Latin students jn 
Indianapolis surpassed the 
control group in all 
areas by a substantial number 

of months, and in the ' 
language test by a full year. 



1970-71 school year, invol/ed *:i32 pupils in 
eleven public elementary schools and tested three 
hypotheses: . ^ 
" (1) There arc no significant differer^eslnthe,,^^ 
reading achievement scores of a-sample of 
sixth-gradc students i-eceiving uatm in- 
struction and students *king no foreigo-^^ 
language instruction. 
• (2) There are no significant differences 
between the reading ^jfehievement scores of 
sixth-grade students 'receiving French or 
, Spanish instruction a/id students taking no 

foreign language instruction. 
(3) Reading ^chieveme|it scores of students 
taking any kind ofUoreign language in- 
struction do not difier-signlficantly from 
each other. 

Using English reading achievement scores in 
vocabulary, comprehension, and total reading as 
the basis of analysis, the students with Latin (ten 
classes) were found to be five months ahead of 
students receiving tiO foreign language instruction. 
• Comparison between the French-Spanish classes 
(ten) and the non-foreign language classes 
(twenty-five) revealed a four-month edge for the 



"ToreiMi language classes. The Utin group hadonl^ 
one yea^oUasUucJlon, while the French-Spanish 

groups had four years* o! instruction. ^Lat'm in- 
struction begins in sixth grade, while Spanish and 
French begin in third.) It should be noted that most 
sixth-grade classes taking Latin, which were 
randomly selected, contained pupils who were not 
reading at grade level. With the decentralization 
of the Washington, D.C., school system, all ele- 
mentary school language programs have been 
severely curtailed. ^ , 

Easthampton , 

A study of the fifth- and sixth-grade Latin 
program ip Easthampton,*Klassachusetts, seeme3" 
to substaritiate the findings ip Philadelphia,' 
In<iianapolis, and Washington. ^ Latin program^ 
for fifth and sixth graders at the Park'School in 
Easthampton^as initiated by the'Classics Depart- 
ment of the University of Massachusetts and thfs 
local public school district. The purpose of the 
program was to stimulate and strengthen tlie stu- 
dents* readingi skills in English-many of whom 



The Students with Latin iji^e 

District of Columbia were 
found to be five months ahead 
of students receiving no 
FL. instruction. 



Evalu ation of the FLES Utin Proyam mthe y yhinKton. 
P.C.« FT^SdK)ols> i^76-yi (W&shlngtont D.C; Public bcnoois 
of th« bistrlct ol Cohmbia, 1971), EO MO 695. 



read' below grade level-and to provide cultural 
enrichment. Two hundred and fifty pupils in nine 
classes received twenty minutes of instruction 
daily. Activities included conversation In Laj;in, 
word games on English derivatives, constructing 
models, and producing Latin plays based on mytho- 
logy. 

1 Rud<?lph Majdaiitoftio. "tfl the ScKools.** Classical World , 
68 (1975), also, personal correspondwce with LofUci Burns, 
who rooductcd the research in cooperation with the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst. 
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For evaluation purposes, pre- and posttests of 
■ the Vocabulary Section of the Stanford Achieve- 
^ rnent Test 'Wefce administered,, The scores of the 
Latin pupils (experimental groUp) were compared 
with the scores of the previous sixth-grade cls^s, 



which did fx)t have Latir; (cor 



trol group). Latin 



pupils showed marked Mmproyement, in all six 
catej^ofies' evaluated, e.g., el ;ven percent more 
than the control group score^j above grade level, 
and twenty-four percent mofc than the controj 
group showed more than twolyears* growth. De- 
spite the^uccess aad.populstfity of the program, 
the local school district was unwilling to absorb 
the cost of the program when special funding 
ended. / 



in Englist^. This Latin program is ongoing at the 
time of writing. ^ ^ 

Alexandria 

' A Latin pilot study^ at the elementary school 
level was initiated by the Alexandria (Va.) City 



The study of Latin contributed 

to better performance on 
teVtTinTvocabuiary and verbal 
ability, and in higher 
. grades in English. 



Erie County I 

A siudy^t North East High School in Erie 
County, P«n^sylvania,^ l^ked at the effect of 
Latin on College Entrance Examination Board 
scores, English grades,^ and vocabulary gr owth. 



5tudents"ir*lhTs school are drawn equally from 
urban and rurai areas; 3^2 pupils were selected at 
random for the study. The experimental group 
(Latin pupils) was matched with the control group 
(pupils not studying Latin^ in terms of LQ.i and 
grade level. Performances i^ere compared ir^ the 
^<^o;l^rng areas: | 

/(I) The School and College Ability Test— 
VerbaH | 
A (2) The College Entrance Examination Board 
. Scholastic Aptitude Test; | 
(3) Grades in the two most recent semesters of 

English; and \ 
(<f) The Nationwide English Vocabulary Exami- 
riatTorf- 1961. • ^ ' T 

Comparisons between the two groups showed 
that a background in Latin was an aid to higher 
scores in all areas listed. The study of Latip 
contributed to better performance on tests in 
vocabulary and verbal ability, and in higher grades 



Public Schools in 1972-73 and continued into 1973- 
7<^• The project, under the Pilot Studies Program 
of the Virginia State Department of Educatiojn,_ 
rcc'eiVe'dlTiafchihg funds and technical assistance 
through the Department's Divisio" of Education 
Research and Statistics. The purpose of the 
project was to increcisethe English reading skills 
of pupils. One teacher served in two elementary- 
schools. , 
Control groups in two cdmparable schools not 
having Latin were set up. Experimental (I.e., 
Latin) and control groups in grades ^ ar ^ were 
pretested and posttested .with the SRA (Science 
Research Assoctates) Assessment Survey; the 
Gates-MacGinitie Vocabulary , Comprehension, 
Speed, and Accuracy Tests; and the S josson Oral 
Reading Test. The experimental group did per- 
forn\ better than the control group on the Slosson 
Oral Reading Test in the posttest. No other 
statisticallysignificant differences were observed 
betweeo the control and experimental groups in 
the posttssts. The.small size (eighteen pupib) of 
the control ^roup (caused. by massive school 
reorganization during the study to achieve racial 



6. Kathertne M. Rll ey, A Comparative InveitiRatlon Into ;hc 
Elfects of a Study of LatuToa Scofci in Vocabuiaf y and VefCT 
Ability Tfstt and on Grade in £n&Ush ot Higft School Studtnts 
{i%9i (Available from Robert DobrosKi, Classical Language 
AUvisoT) Departmefit of Education, Box 911, Education Sulldingt . 
Commoowcalth ol Penn$ylv4nla» Harrisburg, PA 11126,)^ - 
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integration), the difficulties Inyolved in adjustirtg 
to a new school environment on tne part of some 
students, ar^(;l. the reassignment of classroom 
teachers, administrative pehsonnel, and pupils 
caused the researchers to call for further study 
under better conditions. Evaluations of the pro- 
gram made by the pupils xherpselves, their parents, 
classroom teachers, consuKants^a^mnistcatdrs^ 
and State Department of^ Education personnel 
were ver^ positive. Th^ local school district, 
however, did not continue the program. 

/ ' / 

Los Angeles 

A recent study e^i^aluited the Los Angeles 
Unified School bistri^t*s elementary school Latin 



progrannf in terms of its English reading vocabulary 
and ccmn prehension /objectives.^ The Latin pro- 
gram/began in 1975/n two schools and was expand- 
ed to thirty schools with a Title III E5EA_granjtJn^ 
"iy5-76. The program-called the Language 



/ 



/ 



The projedt in Los Angeles was 
successful in improving . 
the reading vocabulalry and 
comprehension scores, by more 

than one month f ot^ each 
^ month of instruction. 



Transfer Project— was initiated under the direc- 
tion of E 3ules Mandel, Foreign Language In- 
structional Specialist. Daily Latin instruction is 
presented by fifth- and sixth-gradcf teachers for 
twenty minutes as part of the language arts bloc. 
The program was expanded to include more classes 
in the 1976-77 school year. Most of the fifth- and 
sixth-grade teachers have a background in Latin or 



Rvaluatofs* Report on the Project '♦Extending Reading 
COfnpf chcASion »ills thf0^gLLan&>^ge Tfanstef ^Los Angetes: 
LOS Angeles Unified School District, 1976). 
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another foreign language and are given special 
inservice training to teach Latin. They are also 
given cirefully structured curriculum materials to 
use sthdfreqjent supervisory service. - 

A pi'etest-posttest design was employed with 
the Comprehensive Test of Basio Skills . Compari- 
son groups were also pre- and posttested. Objcc^ 
tives relating To vocabulary, word analysis, and 
other language and cultural concepts were asses- 
sed with criterion-referenced tests. Differences 
in score^ were tested for significance, where 
appropriate. Self- :oncept was assessed with the 
t^ar West Regional Laboratory Self Concept Scale 
in a posttest-only pesign. Differences in mean 
scores between target and comparison groups were 
tested for significance. Student interests and 
attitudes were assessed with rating scales. 

At the fifth-grade leveL the mean gain in 
yocabulacy oi tarjget students was eight months; 
the comparison group's gain was six months. At 
the sjxth-grade level, the mean, gain of target 
students was nine months; the comparison group's 
gkin v/?'^ six months.! The scores of the target-, 
group stuoents on critter ion-referenced tests of 
word origin and Roman history and culture in- 
dicated mastery in these areas. The self -concepts 
and interes^t In language study were significantly 
higher for target students than for comparison 
pupils. Rating by target students indicated high' 
ir|terest in the project. -^Researchers concluded 
that the project was successful in improving the 
reading vocabulary and comprehension scores of 
target students by more than one month for each 
month of instrvic.tion. The i^oject was successful 
in improving student knowledge of word origin, 
Roman history and culture, a)^d structural analysis 
skills. The project was effective in increasing the 



self-concept and interest in language study of 
students. The Latin program in Lo^ Angeles is 
ongoing, and there are plans fo^ expanding it. 



Worcester \ 

Seven th-grade children in Uhe Providence 

Street Junior High School 1 Worcester, Massa- 

1 

chusetts, iiave shown dramatic improvement in 



8 



their English vocabaiary|ind reading coinprehen- Uniy^rsity of Illinois 



sion scores as a result of 




participation In an inno- 



A ^course in the enlargement ol students' 
yative Latin program beg\ln in 1975. Children with English ^ocabulary thorugh the stud> of Latin and 
reading scores at the 4 
5ef)tember 1975 increaseJ their vocabulary scores 
by lourteen months and t}^eir reading compfchcH* 
siofi by nineteen mont})$ in one school year. 
Generally^ students thi^ far behind would be 
expected to progress aboilt six montlis. The Latin 
program attempts to give students a feeling for 
my^h and poetry, as well as to interest them in the 
".studyloLetymology. . ./ 

Two groups were selected from, the incoming 
seventh graders. The pilot jroyp-took Latin five 
times a week, and the control qrbup folio* /ed the 
regular program without Latin. \ Pupils were 
selected at. random from those scoring 1.5 to 2.5 
grades be^ow readinglevel.|tetters explaining the 
goals and objettives were |ent to the parents of 
the pilot 'group*. Leo GIenr\on, supervisor of the 
testing program, fof the NS^on^estcr school system, 
developed a/pr,e- and posttpt program for the 
course. Pilot-group pupiB outstripped their 

— \- 

Pilot-group pupils qutstripped 
the controi-groilp pupils 
by 8 months in vocab|ilary scores 
and 13 months in||"eading 
comprehension ^fcores. 



5 to 5.5 grade level in Greek roots and their derivatives was evaluated at 
the University of Illinois.' The course was deveU^ 
oped by the Department of Classics out of concern 
over the national decline in ihe Scholastic Apti« 
tude Test scores in verbal ability over the past 
several years. One component of the coursejn^uik^ 
use of cop)puter-asslstedinsijuctiort available on 
the PLATO IV s^stsro^-^Snfoliment increased from 
tjiirtjifivertfail i97<^) to over m (fall 1975). A , 
^'standardized vocabulary test is admi;ustered 
before the! course begins and is repeated (in 
another form) at its conclusion. Thus far, all 
students haveimproved<--some by as much as forty 
percentile ta^ks. 

\ ; 
Other Rescar<!jh ^ 

A publication of the Human Engineering 
Laboratory cites two studies of the importance 
of learning a foreign language— Latin in 
particular--in the expansion of English vocabulary 
skills, [n a Washington, D.C., study, the back- 
grounds' in foreign language study of 220^ adult 
native Wakers of .English were tabulated land 
compared to thei ■ English vocabulary test scores, 
^ose with no for ^^gn language background had| an 
average English v xrabularjj percentile of 28; those 
with Latin and an 3ther language averaged 58. | 

.In a related st jdy, reported in the same Bulb- 
tiii , Ridiard Boi/ker ccinducted a preliminiiry 
/examination of ;he effect of Latin study on 
"\yocabulary level 



counterparts in the control grou^ by eight months 
,,Jn vocabulary scores and by thjrteen months in 
reading comprehension scores. ^Researchers airo 

, point out improvement in self-imkge, motivdiion, 
and self-reliance in the pilot grouf^. Reser^'ch and 
testing of the program is continui|||g according to 
AnitA,i^ Fish, Chairperson of the Fbreign Lan- 

. guage Department at the junior high school. 



He administered a vocabulary 
t^t to two groups 01 juniors at a private secondary 
school in Boston; one grbup had had two yearsjof 
Latin in^addit^pn to a modern language; the other 
group had taken two years of a modern langue 5c 
but no Latin. Bowker found that the L^tin grojp 

\ 



9. Richard T. Scanlan, Compoter-Assisted Instructip 
Course in Vocabulary Buiiding throush Latin and Greek Root^»|* 
ForeiRn Language Ann<U , 9 jl976), 37^-83. 

10. BuHetin No. 115 (Boston, Masi.t Human E>)gineeflilg 
Laboratory^ 
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scored higher than the non-Latln group on the 
vocabulary test. 

Studfes designed to show the effect of Latir. on 
basic sklils are in progress at this time in tjxe 
Ithaca (^^.Y.) Public Schools and the West Lafa- 
yette (Ind.) school system; results, however, are 
not yet available. GilberiTtxwall, President of the 
American Classical League, recently appointed a 
Committee on I atin and the Basic Skills to investi- 
gate further the relationship between the study of 
•Latin and the improvement of b&sic language skills 
and to disseminate iTiformation about availably 



(3) E3ucational decislon-makcfs sometimes 
^ tend to ignore the *hard research data' they 
demand for budgetary, political, or other 
reasons. This tendency is seen in the tase 
of a few t>f the programs described here 
which are no longer in existence— despite 
impressive gains by students. The tendency 



Decision-maker.s soiTietimes 
tend to ignor'e the re^<*arcR data / 
I they deiinand for budgetary, / 
political, or other reasons. / 



There seems to be a relationship 
between new approaches to 

' the teaching of Latin and the 
improvement of basic skills* 



research on this subject. The Committee on 
Classics in the Great Citie:>' Schools (which is 
affiliated with the American Classical League and 
tjje Classical Association of the Atlantic States) 
has been active since J9721abringirjg ur^an school 
administrators information about the potential of 
Latin in improving basic skills. 

Conclusion 

Important* implications stem from these 
research studies attesting to the tangible value of 
Latin in building students' English vocabulary and 
reading skills: 

(1) Responsible educational admirfi^^torsand 
curriculum specialists in *Latinless'' or 
nearly ^'Latinless' schools should consider 
what Latin could do for their pupils. Such 
consideration is especially merited in light 
of the recent concern over basic skills, SAT 
scores, and functional illiteracy among HigK 
school graduates. 

(2) Efforts to disseminate information about 
this research'on the ling^uistic relevance of 
Latin and to implement new programs in 
light of this research deserve thel>roadest 
possible support. The foreign language 

^ profession should assume a l^ader^hip role 
in this area. 



is unconscionably and should be combated 
* ' r/i'gorously by responsible educators. 

W There seerns to be ^relationship between 
neW' approaches to tne .teaching of Latin 
and the improvement of basic skills. Tlie 
new approaches sometimes involve multi- 
sensory media, structural linguistics, the 
direct method, programmed and ^computer- 
assisted instruction, and attention to the 
affective domain. They likewise make 
extension of English verbal functioning a 
specific goal. In other words, ft is'not the 
traditional grammar-translation approach 
that has yielded the v^sitive results indi- 
cated in this article; rather, it is programs 
that involve radical reform of both curricu- 
lum content and instructional -strategies. 



(5) While giving deserved attention to the 
linguistic relevance of Latin and its new 
•practicality,' we should not overlook the 
substantial aesthetic, socia pcUtical, and 
ethical relevance of Latin. These other 
benefits are not readily measurable and 
observable, but tney are very real and 
important to students, ' 
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CAL.GRIC/CLL SERIES ON LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS 

ERIC (Educational Resources Information Center) is a^nationnidc 
network of inforuation centers, each responsible for a giv<Ji educa- 
tionar^rcvel or field of ^tudy* ERIC is supported ly the National 
Institute of Education of the U.S. ftepartment of Heal th,/ Education, 
and Welfare. The basic objective of ERIC is to laake current devoU 
opments in educational research, instruction, and pcysonnol prepa- 
ration more yeadiiy accessible to educators and lacjabers of related 
professions, /' • 

The ERIC Clearinghouse or. Languages and Linguistics (ERIC/CLL), one 
of the specialized clearinghouses in the ERIC system, is operated 
^by the Center for Applied Linguistics* ERIC/CLL is specifically 
responsible for the collection and dissemination of infonaatioa*in 
the general ar^g^of research and application in languages, linguis- 
tics, and language teach^ing^nd learning* ^ >. 

In addition to processing information, £RIC/CLL is also involved in 
information synthesis and analysis. The Clearinghouse commissions 
recognized authorities in languages and linguistics to wo^ito analyses 
of the current issues in their areas (^f specialty* The rfesultaat!. 
documenifs, intended for use by <?ducators and researchers, arc pub- 
lished under the title CAL*ERIC/CLL Series on Langiiages and\Linguis- 
tics* Tfie seriqs includes practical guides for classrboa teachers, 
extensive state-of-the-art papers, and selected bibliographiis^. 

The material in this publication was prepared pursuant to a contract 
with the National Institute of Education, U.S. Department of «ca^h. 
Education, and Welfare. Contractors undertaking such project)^ un^cr 
Government spoTisorship arc encouraged to express freely their .judg^ 
ment^ in professional and technical matters. Prior to publication, 
the taanuscript was submitted to the American Council on the Teliching^. 
of Foreign Languages for critical i^vlww determination of p^ro- 
fesslonal con^etence.. Ttii's publication has^ isct such standards* 
Poirrts of view or opinions, however, do nof^ necessarily rejrrese^t 
the official view or opinions of either, the AmeriLan Council on tnc 
Teaching of Foreign Languages or the National Institute of Education* 

this publication will be announced in the, ERIC monthly abstract 
journal Resources in Education ( RIE ) and will be available from the 
ERIC Document Reproduction Service, Computer Microfilm Intenia^\ional 
Corporation, P.O. 'Box IDO, ArJtogton, Virginia 22210* See RIE for 
ordering infonaation and ED number. 

For further information oii the LRIC system, taKxCIVJ., aid th« 
CAL SRIC/Cll xn/omation series, writ? to Ek*C Cleariiighousc on 
Languar^s and Linguistics ^/Centci for Appii<^d Linguistics, 1611 
North ktsitt atrcftt. Arlington, Virginia 22209. 
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